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the strongest terms. But Hamas, given time to
change and adjust, may have the strength and
credibility to break the cycle of hatred and vio-
lence on behalf of those it now represents, the
Palestinian people. After all, Sharon changed.
And who but Sharon could have accomplished
the withdrawal from Gaza?

| understand a number of my colleagues
voted against H.R. 4681 for humanitarian rea-
sons. These are certainly compelling, but |
agree with the vast majority of my colleagues
that such issues must take a back seat to the
fundamental, long term security issues pre-
sented by the Hamas electoral victory. My
“no” vote is quite narrowly based. | think this
situation calls for time and diplomacy. H.R.
4681 offers neither and evidences, yet again,
why Congress should not be conducting our
foreign policy.
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Tuesday, May 23, 2006

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, last week |
could not be present for votes on May 17-19
due to my son’s graduation from a California
law school.

If I had been present on May 17, | would
have voted “no” on amendments to the Forest
Emergency Recovery and Research Act, H.R.
4200 (rollcall votes 147, 148, 149, and 150).
As a cosponsor of H.R. 4200, | would have
voted “yes” on final passage of the bill (rollcall
vote 151).

| would have voted “no” on the Marshall
Rule to consider the budget (rollcall vote 152),
“no” on the previous question (rollcall vote
153), and “no” on the rule to consider the Re-
publican budget (rollcall vote 154). | would
have voted “no” on the Watt Substitute (roll-
call vote 155).

On May 18, | would have voted “no” on the
Hensarling Substitute (rollcall vote 156).

| would have voted “yes” on the Spratt
Democratic Substitute, which would have ac-
cumulated smaller deficits and less debt than
the Republican budget, provided $6.5 billion
more for Homeland Security and $8.6 billion
more for veterans’ health care over the next
five years. In addition the substitute, would
have provided $150 billion for middle class tax
relief such as child tax credit, marriage pen-
alty, and extension of 10% tax bracket (rollcall
vote 157).

| would have voted “no” on final passage of
the irresponsible Republican budget, which
passed 218-210 (rollcall vote 158).

| would have voted “yes” on H. Res. 740,
calling on the Government of the United King-
dom to immediately establish a full, inde-
pendent public judicial inquiry into the murder
of Northern Ireland defense attorney Pat
Finucane (rollcall vote 159).

| would have voted against the previous
question and rule to consider the Interior Ap-
propriations bill (rollcall votes 160 and 161).

| would have voted for H. Res. 795, which
condemns the terrorist attacks in Dahab and
Northern Sinai, Egypt (rollcall vote 162).

| would have voted for the Weiner Amend-
ment to reopen the Statue of Liberty to the
public, which passed 266-152 (rollcall vote
163). | would have voted “no” on the Poe
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Amendment to open the outer continental
shelf to oil and natural gas drilling (rollcall vote
164). | would have voted for the Pallone
Amendment to prohibit the EPA from finalizing
changes to the Toxins Release Inventory,
which collects and reports information on toxic
substances (rollcall vote 165). | would have
voted “no” on the Beauprez Amendment (roll-
call vote 166). | would have voted “yes” on
the Hinchey Amendment, which would require
that any new leases for offshore oil and gas
drilling include royalty payments if the price of
oil or gas is over a certain threshold (rollcall
vote 167).

| would have voted against the Chabot
Amendment, which would prohibit funds for
new logging roads in the Tongass National
Forest in Alaska (rollcall vote 168).

| would have voted for the Oberstar Amend-
ment to prohibit the EPA from enforcing guide-
lines set 3 years ago that significantly limit the
applicability of the Clean Water Act to
streams, ponds, and wetlands (rollcall vote
169).

| would have voted “yes” on the Putnam/
Capps amendment to reinstate the bipartisan
moratorium on drilling in the Outer Continental
Shelf (rollcall vote 170).

| would have voted “no” on the Hefley
Amendment, which would provide a one per-
cent across-the-board cut to all programs
funded in the Interior Appropriations bill (roll-
call vote 171).

| would have voted for final passage of the
Interior Appropriations bill given the significant
improvements made to the bill by the passage
of the Hinchey, Oberstar, and Putnam/Capps
amendments (rollcall vote 172).

On May 19, | would have voted “no” on the
Previous Question and passage of the rule for
consideration of the Military Construction and
Quality of Life Appropriations bill (rollcall votes
173 and 174). | would have voted “no” on the
Blumenauer Amendment which would have
cut $440 million from the BRAC Base Closure
account (rollcall vote 175).

| would have voted for final passage of the
Military Construction and Quality of Life Appro-
priations bill (rollcall vote 176).

———

JEWISH AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH

HON. HENRY A, WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
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Tuesday, May 23, 2006

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor
and pleasure to rise in recognition of Jewish
American Heritage Month, which was inaugu-
rated this year to be celebrated annually dur-
ing the month of May.

Jewish American Heritage Month is a spe-
cial opportunity to celebrate Judaism not only
as a religion, but a culture that is rich in his-
tory, tradition, and flavor. The American Jew-
ish Community has made significant contribu-
tions to our society and has helped weave the
fabric of American life.

In 1833, it was a Jewish immigrant, Emma
Lazarus, who composed the poem “The New
Colossus” as part of a fundraising campaign
to erect the Statue of Liberty. The monument
was later inscribed with her words, “Give me
your tired, your poor, your huddled masses
yearning to breathe free.” These words have

E941

come to symbolize America’s role as a haven
for all who seek opportunities and freedom
from persecution, including hundreds of thou-
sands of Jewish immigrants who arrived at our
shores.

My own grandparents came in the early
1900s from what is now Maldova after escap-
ing hardship and pogroms. They settled in a
working-class Jewish neighborhood in Los An-
geles much like other communities that sprang
up in major cities around the country. They
lived amid a tight-knit community of kosher
butchers, synagogues, and Jewish busi-
nesses, where Yiddish was often heard on the
streets.

Although sometimes criticized for their
insularity, these ethnic neighborhoods epito-
mized the values of charity and community
service, building a safety net long before Med-
icaid, Medicare and Social Security came into
existence. In this regard, Jewish Los Angeles
has an impressive history. The Jewish Family
Service of Los Angeles (JFS), established in
1854, was one of the first umbrella organiza-
tions of its kind to support comprehensive sup-
port services like a food pantry, care for the
elderly, and assistance for the unemployed.

The community in Los Angeles also earned
distinction for its openness and diversity. A
special milestone being celebrated in my dis-
trict this year is the 100th anniversary of Sinai
Temple, which is the oldest Conservative con-
gregation west of the Mississippi. L.A. is now
home to the University of Judaism, Hebrew
Union College, and an array of synagogues
and schools from all streams of Jewish reli-
gious practice.

Of course, Jewish Los Angeles is perhaps
best recognized for the many Jewish entre-
preneurs and entertainers who have taken on
prominent roles as producers, actors, record-
ing artists and media personalities. Jewish
Americans also made their mark in education,
science, economics, literature and many other
arenas. More than a third of U.S. Nobel Prize
winners in science or economics have been
Jewish. There have been 18 Jewish Recipi-
ents of the Congressional Medal of Honor.
While Jews in the United States have also suf-
fered periods of discrimination and anti-Semi-
tism, the community has persevered as a
champion of civil rights, tolerance and reli-
gious freedom. It is often said that Jews living
in America are freer, safer, and more pros-
perous than at any time or place in Jewish
history.

One reason it is particularly fitting that this
month has been chosen to honor Jewish
American Heritage Month is that May 5th is
the anniversary of the founding of the State of
Israel. The United States was the first major
country to officially recognize the fledgling
Jewish State. Our relationship has been ce-
mented through robust economic ties and
strong military cooperation, and an enduring
partnership based on democratic values.

Although Jews account for barely two per-
cent of the population, there are today more
Jews living in the United States than any other
country outside of Israel. | welcome the des-
ignation of Jewish American Heritage Month
and the opportunity for all Americans to learn
about the contributions made by one of our
nation’s most vocal and vibrant minorities.



E942

AGRICULTURE APPROPRIATIONS
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2007

HON. TIM HOLDEN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 23, 2006

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Chairman, | am greatly
concerned about cuts that have been made to
Farm Bill programs through this agriculture ap-
propriations bill. | believe that using mandatory
Farm Bill money to pay for an annual spend-
ing bill is unacceptable, and it's simply not fair
to our farmers.

Appropriators and authorizers have long
fought over mandatory and discretionary dol-
lars; however, since 2004, we’'ve seen a large
increase in the amount of mandatory money
used to pay for programs in the appropriations
bill. We all worked very hard during the last
Farm Bill. We agreed and put together a safe-
ty net for all farmers, and dedicated money to
conservation, rural development, and other
programs, but have since witnessed a signifi-
cant portion of our annual funding be redi-
rected.

With falling farm income because of higher
energy and production costs, along with lower
farm gate prices, now is the worst time to cut
this funding for our agricultural producers. I'm
worried about dropping the bottom out from
underneath our agricultural producers and
rural citizens through cuts to conservation and
rural development programs, which have al-
ready taken disproportionate reductions in
funding.

Conservation programs assist our farmers
and ranchers in strengthening their environ-
mental stewardship, which is so important for
looking after land and water that we will pass
on to our future generations. By investing in
enhanced environmental protection of land
and water, the public benefits from an overall
improved quality of life; affordable food, clean-
er, safer, and more dependable water sup-
plies; reduced damages caused by floods and
other natural disasters; abundant wildlife; sce-
nic landscapes and an enhanced natural re-
source base. Cutting important conservation
programs while we’re facing a huge backlog of
producers waiting to participate in these pro-
grams will hinder these efforts.

| am especially concerned about cuts to the
Farm and Ranch Lands Protection program.
Since 1996, the program, in partnership with
state and local governments and nongovern-
mental organizations, has kept over 440,000
acres of productive farmland in agricultural
uses. FRPP is an excellent way of preserving
farmland for many years to come, and helps
provide a means for maintaining a viable rural
economy.

Additionally, rural development programs
are vital to ensuring that our traditionally-agri-
culturally based communities do not simply
vanish because of farm and job loss. | am
concerned about cuts to an important rural de-
velopment program that assists farmers in
adding value to their products. Rural develop-
ment initiatives help to advance our rural com-
munities, develop new markets, and provide
economic growth.

Mr. Chairman, | respect the appropriators in
the difficult task they have been given in this
tight budget climate, but | ask that they re-
spect the funding amounts put forth in the
Farm Bill, and not make cuts to mandatory
programs.
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PALESTINIAN ANTI-TERRORISM
ACT OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2006

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, as a Member
of Congress who's served in the Peace Corps,
've always considered myself a man of
peace.

| strongly support current U.S. law that pre-
vents any funding from going to Hamas, which
he State Department has rightly classified as
a Foreign Terrorist Organization. A Hamas
controlled Palestinian Authority is antithetical
to a peaceful Middle East or a two-state solu-
tion.

On May 23 the House approved H.R. 4681,
the Palestinian Anti-Terrorism Act of 2006. If |
was convinced that passage of this bill would
foster peace in the Middle East, | would have
voted for it. Unfortunately, | felt compelled to
oppose the bill because | do not believe it will
help Israel, our only democratic ally in the re-
gion, or improve grassroots efforts to reach a
peace agreement. In particular, H.R. 4681
would make it nearly impossible to fund non-
governmental organization (NGO) reconcili-
ation programs that work to build peace. By
funding NGOs that work towards reconciliation
and peace we undermine the ideology of hate
that Hamas perpetuates. The Senate version
of this bill, S. 2370, specifically includes an ex-
ception that allows for funding for coexistence
and reconciliation activities: “(2) ASSISTANCE
TO PROMOTE DEMOCRACY—Assistance to
promote democracy, human rights, freedom of
the press, non-violence, reconciliation, and
peaceful co-existence, provided that such as-
sistance does not directly benefit Hamas or
other foreign terrorist organizations.” If the
joint House-Senate conference agrees to in-
clude the above Senate language in the con-
ference report, | will support H.R. 4681.

A secure Israel and a two-state solution are
the cornerstones to achieving peace in the re-
gion, and grassroots conflict prevention is the
critical first step of the foundation for peace.

—

STATEMENT ON H.R. 4681, PALES-
TINIAN ANTI-TERRORISM ACT OF
2006

SPEECH OF

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2006

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, today, the
House considers H.R. 4681, legislation that
I’'m sad to say is both overbroad in its reach
and misses the mark by penalizing the Pales-
tinian people without compelling Hamas to
abandon its anti-Israeli rhetoric, its rejectionist
policies and its support for terror and violence.

First of all, Madam Speaker, | want to be
clear: | have always and continue to unequivo-
cally denounce and condemn any and all ter-
rorist acts, whether committed by Hamas or
any other terrorist group.

That is why | voted for S. Con. Res 79 in
February which declared that that no U.S. as-
sistance should be provided directly to the

May 23, 2006

Palestinian Authority if any representative po-
litical party holding a majority of parliamentary
seats within the Palestinian Authority main-
tains a position calling for the destruction of
Israel.

My position on Hamas’s responsibilities in
light of its having attained a majority of seats
in the Palestinian Legisltive Council, and thus
its assumption of power as the governing
party of the Palestinian Authority, has been
clear:

Hamas must recognize Israel; Hamas must
renounce violence and terrorism; Hamas must
abide by previous peace agreements, like the
Oslo accord, and act in accordance with the
Roadmap; and

Hamas must return the Palestinians to the
negotiating table with Israel, and reach the
mutually agreeable peace agreement that is
called for in the Roadmap and the earlier
agreements.

This is Hamas’s responsibility of govern-
ance. | believe the United States should do
everything that it can to both insist upon and
to facilitate Hamas taking up this burden of re-
sponsibility, and we should not rest until the
goal of a negotiated settlement is achieved.
Moreover, we should not slow the Middle East
peace process by making these targets pre-
conditions for our engagement in the process.
As the assassinated lIsraeli Prime Minister
Yitzak Rabin reminded us: | do not need to
make peace with my friends.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
understand that engagement and negotiation
for peace is a process not an event, and it
necessarily involves the belligerents to a con-
flict not those whom we would aspire to put at
the negotiating table.

| agree that we should not fund Hamas, but
not at the expense of average Palestinians
which is the end result of this legislation.
Among other things, this legislation obstructs a

———

PALESTINIAN ANTI-TERRORISM
ACT OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2006

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | regret that because of a family
medical emergency | could not be present
when the House voted today and | would like
to submit this statement for the record in sup-
port of H.R. 4681, the Palestinian Anti-Ter-
rorism Act.

Hamas’ continued refusal to recognize the
existence of Israel, enforce existing peace
agreements and renounce terrorism rep-
resents a real threat to progress in the Middle
East peace process. It is therefore critical that
the United States send the strongest possible
signal to Hamas that a government based on
fear and intolerance is unacceptable. H.R.
4681 is an important step towards addressing
the extreme and unproductive positions cur-
rently held by Hamas-led Palestinian Author-
ity. However, there are some in Connecticut
and across the country that remain concerned
that the bill goes too far in restricting the finan-
cial assistance the Palestinian people rely on
or may have far-reaching and unintended con-
sequences. To this end, | look forward to
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